NBC Report 
On Russo 
Is Disputed 

ttiMul New Or- 
leans District Attorney Jim 
Garrison contended yesterday 
that a “lie detector” test given 
their star witness was merely 
inconclusive, << ol * -i ®*** 

^he^lfational Broadcasting 
Co. said sin an hour-long tele- 
vision documentary Monday on 
the Garri|;on probe into the 
Kennedy ^fsassination that the 
test administered to the wit- 
ness, Ferry Russo, indicated 
“ d e c e pfib n ® cr i terra:” Russo’s 
reactions, NBC added, led the 
polygraph operator “to suspect 
psychopathic personality.” 

In New Orleans, the Associ- 
ated Press reported Garrison’s 
office took- this as a charge 
that Russo Lailed a 'the test. In- 
vestigator jLeonardJt Gurvich 
[said this wl P BK&tii r^e^anf 
the test foundered because 
Russo was ^‘highly nervous.” 
Both versions, it appeared, 

| were accurate as far as they 
went. fe5spApidiChe.^Yashing- 
^W fagt^.we,eic^.tha t^he 
_ starte^tn^ake a .poly-. 
- - 

s.io:-. because the, operator j 
"ccu.dn’t establish a acre:” 
his answer^ ,,, 

•"“I “don’t know why,” Russo 
said. “Maybe it was my fault.” 
In any event, it was learned, 
the polygraph operator report- 
ed to Garrison’s men that Rus- 
sia's responses were tracing an 
erratic^pattern — or ^‘d eception 
— on the macffine. The 
liter said' he could not 
conclude whether Russo was 
telling the truth without ques- 
tioning him about the reasons 


[for the emotional responses 
the machine was recording. 

Garrison’s aides never let 
the test get that far. Russo 
said he thought another at- 
tempt would be made later, 
but none was. Garrison’s of- 
fice did not explain why. 

The abortive test was given 
Russo on March 8, six days. 


before he took the witness 
stand at a. preliminary hearing 
and testified that he heard re- 
tired businessman Clay L. 
Shaw plotting to assassinate 
the President with now-dead 
pilot David W. Ferrie and Lee 
Harvey Oswald, who the War- 
ren Commission said was the 
lone assassin. 



